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ALFRED, MAINE
The SHAKERS and The VILLAGE
by HARLAND J. EASTMAN

ALFRED, MAINE
The SHAKERS and The VILLAGE
HARLAND H. EASTMAN

ROBERT M. WILSON

This book is
Dedicated
to

BROTHER THEODORE E. JOHNSON
( 1931- 1986)

Whose place in Shaker history
and in the hearts of his friends is forever secure.

Alfred, Maine: The Shakers and The Village was
published in 1986 in a hard bound edition of 150
copies and a soft bound edition of 1,350 copies by
Harland H. Eastman, Springvale, Maine.
Wilson’s Printers, Sanford, Maine

The photograph on the front cover is repeated on page 15 with a
caption identifying most of the Shakers. The view on the back
cover was taken in the fields below “Brickends” in the early
1890’s. In addition to “Brickends” in the background left, the
town hall can be seen center and Hewey house right. The little
girl second from the left is Lucia Perkins. The others are uniden
tified.

Acknowledgements

Preface

Most of the Shaker pictures were taken by the Shakers themselves and
were loaned to me by the Sabbathday Lake Community. A notable excep
tion is the picture on the front cover, the original of which is owned by
Elizabeth Akers Beals who also loaned me several village photos including
the superb study of her grandfather on page 66. The majority of the village
pictures were taken by Sanford’s noted photographer, Fred Philpot
(1856-1925). Many of these were reproduced from glass plate negatives own
ed by the Sanford Historical Committee while others were copied from old
photos owned by the Parsons Memorial Library in Alfred, the SanfordAlfred Historical Society and others. Also willing to loan me treasured
photographs were Ann M. Bean, Elsie Davis, Helen Farnsworth, Katherine
Gallegos, Dorothy Gile, Helen Hicken, Judith and Phillip Parker, Fred
Price, Martha Roberts, Frank Wood and the Maine State Museum.
I stand in awe of Sister Mildred Barker’s phenomenal memory. Thanks
to her, most of the faces in the Shaker pictures have been identified. Brother
Theodore Johnson volunteered his complete support from the moment I first
mentioned this book. His enthusiasm and willing collaboration gave me the
courage to go forward. How thrilled he would have been to see it in print. I
thank all the Shaker Sisters and Brothers for their help and support; David
Richards, Curator of Collections at Sabbathday Lake, for the many hours he
spent gathering pictures and information; and Frank Wood for his insights
into Shaker life and his helpfulness in countless ways.
Many Alfred residents helped me shape their portion of the book.
William Keating generously shared his extensive research into the ownership
of property within the Alfred Historic District. Elsie Davis canvassed the
town for interesting pictures and came up with several treasures. The pic
tures on pages 88 through 91 came from Judith and Phillip Parker who gave
me carte blanche to use any of the Hewey negatives in their possession.
Without the help of Jean and William Yoxall I could not have established
that the photograph on page 93 was taken inside their home, the former
William G. Conant house. Elizabeth K. Emery loaned me the historical
writings of her mother, Mary Carpenter Kelley, and Helen Brackett provid
ed me with a copy of the history of Alfred written by her brother, Norris.
Evelyn Thompson, Mary Titcomb Knight, James Titcomb and Sidney W.
Emery furnished essential information for several captions. Finally, Capt.
and Mrs. Albert L. Prosser, Pauline and Bernard DeHaven, Elizabeth and
Emery Littlefield, Elsie Davis, Martha Roberts and Allison Williams read
the final captions and saved me, no doubt, from many embarrassments.
This book is not only a tribute to a remarkable town, it is also a
testimonial to an exceptional printer, Robert M. Wilson. What he can do
with old and faded photographs is nothing short of magic.

I can think of no town in Maine more beautiful or better preserved than
Alfred. Shiretown of York County since 1806, Alfred has been home to
generations of lawyers and judges whose houses reflect their solid architec
tural taste. Most of the village is now on the National Register of Historic
Places. Those who know Alfred and those who come to know it through this
book will understand why. Nearly all of the great houses that surrounded the
village green and lined the principal streets a century ago are still there, vir
tually unchanged.
For nearly 150 years Alfred was also the home of a Shaker Community.
The Shaker faith came to Alfred with the earliest settlers. They came, con
verted others and their numbers grew. Buildings began to appear on Shaker
Hill as early as the 1780’s and after the Shaker Society at Alfred was formally
organized in March 1793 a veritable frenzy of construction took place. By
1800 Shaker Hill was crowned with many buildings, the most important of
which are pictured on pages two through six. The number of converts con
tinued to grow so that a second family was necessary by 1800 and still
another by 1805. At its zenith in the mid-19th century the Shaker Communi
ty had more than fifty buildings. Most of these can be seen in the remarkable
1880 drawing reproduced on page one.
The Shakers at Alfred eventually went into decline as did Shaker Com
munities everywhere. The Third Family was dissolved in 1863 and the
Second in 1918. The Community itself came to an end in 1931 when the
twenty-one surviving Alfred Shakers joined those at Sabbathday Lake, now
the last active Shaker Community in the world. Sister Mildred Barker, head
of the Sabbathday Lake Community today, was one of them.
A few Shaker buildings at Alfred have survived and are now used by the
Brothers of Christian Instruction who purchased the property from the
Shakers. The Dwelling House, Meetinghouse and Ministry’s Shop of the
Church Family, however, all built in the 1790’s, were destroyed by fire on
August 2, 1901. The twenty odd buildings of the Second and Third Families
have disappeared entirely as have many other buildings that were once part
of the Church Family.
The first half of this book, then, documents the Shaker Hill that once
was but, for the most part, is no more. It is also a chronicle of some of the lat
ter day Shakers and the children they loved and cared for. The second half
documents Alfred village at the turn of the century, a village that has chang
ed little over the years.
Harland H. Eastman
Springvale, Maine
June 1986
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SHAKER VlllA&E,

A lfred , M a i n e .

This view was drawn by Phares F. Goist of Biddeford who visited the village on January 29, 1880. A key to the buildings
appears on the opposite page. These key numbers are also included in the captions in parentheses to assist the reader in
locating the buildings on the above plan.

1

GIRLS’ SHOP, CHURCH FAMILY, 1880
The Girls’ Shop (15) is the white building with shutters at the right. The other buildings are the Sisters’ Shop and Laundry
(2) at left and the Woodshed and Dry House (3) in the middle. The latter was used for drying apples and other fruit. Note
the drying racks which retracted into the woodshed. The Girls’ Shop was built, probably in the 1780’s, by Jabez Ricker at
Ricker Mill, Alfred. In 1793 Ricker and Eliphaz Ring of Poland Spring swapped farms. By this exchange the Rickers
acquired the natural spring which Hiram Ricker, grandson of Jabez, made world famous through the Poland Spring House,
and the Alfred Shakers added the Ricker farm to their holdings. The house was moved across Shaker Pond during the
winter of 1796 to Shaker Hill where it still stands today, much altered.

2

TH E D W ELLIN G HOUSE AND BRETHREN’S SHOP, CHURCH FAM ILY, 1880
The Dwelling House (16) was completed in 1795 and occupied by the Church Family on January 3, 1796. In the words of
Sister Mildred “This building was one of the most perfect examples of Shaker architecture. Simple in design, yet stately and
beautiful in its purity of line, it was a sight to behold.” The kitchen and dining rooms occupied the first floor and the
meeting room part of the second floor. In addition there were 20 bedrooms and a spacious attic. The building was
destroyed by fire in 1901 along with the Meeting House and Ministry’s Shop across the street (see page 4). The Brethren’s
Shop (17) at right was built in 1831 and still stands on Shaker Hill (see page 45).

3

THE MEETINGHOUSE AND MINISTRY’S SHOP, CHURCH FAMILY, CIRCA 1879
The Meetinghouse (20) was raised and dedicated in 1793 and finished and ready for use toward the end of 1794. It was
modeled after the one at New Lebanon, as was the one at Sabbathday Lake. The Ministry’s Shop (19) to the right was
presumably built soon after. Both were destroyed in the fire of 1901, caused by a defective chimney in the Dwelling House.
The records of the Society dating back to the 1790’s were lost in the fire. The five ladies, left to right, are Eldress Francella
Blake (1843-1879), Eldress Mary Vance (1845-1892), Eldress Eliza R. Smith (1831-1899), Eldress Hester Ann Adams
(1817-1888) and Eldress Mary Ann Gillespie (1829-1887).

4

TH E TRUSTEES’ O FFIC E , CHURCH FAMILY, 1880
The Trustees’ Office (21), one of the early buildings of the Community, still stands on Shaker Hill. Kate Douglas Wiggin
was a guest of the Shakers, occupying a room in this building for several weeks while gathering material and absorbing at
mosphere for her story of Shaker life, Susannah and Sue. Standing in the door is Elder John Bell Vance (1833-1896), a much
loved and respected educator and church leader. The building to the left was the Carriage Shed (24), while to the right
(rear) of the Trustees’ Office are a Stable (23) and Wood Shed-Hen House (22).

5

DW ELLING HOUSE, SECOND FAMILY, 1880
The Second Family was organized in 1800. Its Dwelling House (33) may have been built even earlier though certainly no
later than 1800. It flourished for many years but its members had greatly diminished by the beginning of this century. Its
demise occurred in April 1918 when the last fifteen members moved to the Church Family. The dwelling was sold about
1919 to a Wells antique dealer who dismantled it after removing the hinges, latches and other items of value. Of the dozen
or more buildings that once made up the Second Family none exist today.

6

THE SHAKER GRAVEYARD
For 138 years Shaker Brothers and Sisters were buried here. The Brothers of Christian Instruction, who purchased the
Shaker Community in 1931, agreed never to disturb the Shaker burying ground. The individual headstones were removed,
however, in 1947 at the request of the Shakers and replaced by a single monument. The thought behind the common
headstone was that Believers live anonymously, so in death should remain anonymous.

7

THE SHAKER SCHOOL HOUSE, 1886
The Shakers in 1813 opened Alfred’s first grammar school which for a number of years was the only public school in the
village. The main part of this building (26) was constructed in 1861 and the vestibule added in the early 1880’s. Elder John
Vance is standing second from the right. His sister, Mary Vance, is on the top step at right. The building was given to
Alfred’s American Legion Post when the Shaker Community closed in 1931 and moved down to the edge of Alfred village
where it still stands today.

8

A GROUP OF SHAKER BOYS WITH A W HEELBARROW , 1890’s.
9

A SHAKER OUTING AT OLD ORCHARD BEACH, CIRCA 1896
This group picture was blown up from a small tintype. Note the canvas backdrop with a lighthouse and shoreline. The
following have been identified: first row, sister Jennie Staten in the middle; second row, left to right, Sister Mary Walker,
Brother Stephen Gowen, Eldress Eliza Smith, Brother Frank Libby and an unidentified sister; back row, Sister Louise
Easton, Sister Ellen Griffin, Eldress Fannie Casey, unidentified and Sister Susie West.

10

A SHAKER OUTING AT PEAK’S ISLAND, CIRCA 1900
This group picture was also blown up from a small tintype. Photographs in those days were obviously very serious affairs.
The seated ladies are Sister Jennie Staten (left) and Sister Susie West (b. 1879). The ladies standing are Sister Ellen Griffin
(b. 1880) and Eldress Fannie Casey (1862-1911). The children are unidentified though some of them are probably members
of the\Staten family.

11

THE BRETHREN’S SHOP, SECOND FAMILY, EARLY 1900’s
The Brethren’s Shop (32) was adjacent to the Second Family Dwelling House. In the background to the left can be seen a
portion of the Sisters’ Shop (27).
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TH E SISTERS’ SHOP, SECOND FAMILY, EARLY 1900’s
13

THE O FFIC E AND D W ELLING HOUSE, THIRD FAM ILY, CIRCA 1900
Also known as the North or Gathering Family, this family was organized in 1805 and served primarily as the Novitiate
Order. Its principal duties centered around initiating new members into the Society. The Second Family had this respon
sibility before the organization of the Third Family and resumed it after the dissolution of the Third Family in 1863. These
buildings are numbers 41 and 42 in the 1880 plan. Of the several buildings that made up the Third Family none exist today.
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A GROUP OF SHAKER SISTERS WITH ELD ER HENRY GREEN, CIRCA 1896
The group is standing on the doorsteps of the Trustees’ Office (21). Although the photo could not have been taken earlier
than 1896, it is interesting to note that all the Shaker women are wearing kerchiefs, a practice that was no longer universal
at that time. The following have been identified: front row, Eldress Mary Walker (1872-1928), second from left, Sister
Ellen Griffin, fourth from left, Sister Susie West , seventh from left, and Elder Henry Green (1844-1931); second row,
Sister Eva May Libby (1872-1966), second from left, and Eldress Fannie Casey, third from left; back row, Sister Edith
Gardner (1873-1935) at right.
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BROTHER STEPHEN GOWEN OF ALFRED VISITING SABBATHDAY LAKE, 1901
This photo was taken in the Sabbathday Lake Trustees’ Office by Brother Delmer Wilson. The room served as the Com
munity’s-makeshift studio.
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SISTER LUCINDA TAYLOR (1834-1922)
The granite-like profile of this Shaker Sister in many ways typifies the austere simplicity of the Shaker faith. Beneath her
stern features was a warm heart which she expressed so beautifully in her love for a little girl (see page 43). In the
background is the original Meetinghouse (18), constructed in 1786 and used for worship until the second Meetinghouse was
put into use in 1794. Thereafter it was used as a Wheel Shop and later as a Blacksmith’s Shop.

17

CHILDREN INSIDE THE SHAKER SCHOOL, CIRCA 1907
A view of the exterior of this school (26) appears on page 8. The children by row, back to front, are: left row, Arthur Bar
nard and Elmer Pike; second row, Kate Pike (teacher), Inez Dyer and Helen Carey; third row, Elizabeth Mason, Hallie
Tift, Eleanor Philbrook and Grace Philbrook; fourth row, Blanche Tift, Mildred Barker and Della Haskell; fifth row, Etta
Goodwin and Nellie Mason.

18

CHILDREN IN FRONT OF THE SHAKER SCHOOL, CIRCA 1907
This photo must have been taken at about the same time as the one on the preceding page. The children, left to right, are:
front row, Eleanor Philbrook, Helen Carey, Grace Philbrook, Della Haskell and Elmer Pike; second row, Ralph Doble,
Edith Carey, Beatrice Carey, Inez Dyer, Mildred Barker and Nellie Mason; back row, Laura Dyer, Bessie Seavey, Kate
Pike (teacher), Grace Falkenham, Elva Fuller, Florence Haskell, Etta Goodwin, Elizabeth Mason and Mabel Lindgreen.

19

APPROACH TO SHAKER H ILL FROM ALFRED , EARLY 1900 s
In this photo can be seen, left to right, the water tower, the Woodshed-Dry House (3), the Sisters’ Shop-Laundry (2), the
Second Dwelling House of the Church Family and the Girls’ Shop (15).

20

THE SECOND DW ELLING HOUSE, CHURCH FAMILY, CIRCA 1902
The original 1795 Dwelling House shown on page 3 was destroyed by fire in 1901. Its replacement was commenced almost
immediately and completed in 1902. This photo was taken by Fred Philpot soon after. Built on the original foundation, it
was much more elaborate than its predecessor. In 1913 it too was destroyed by fire, this time a fire set by a sixteen-year-old
girl whom the Sisters had taken on probation, not realizing she had a history of arson.

21

THE SECOND DW ELLING HOUSE AND BRETHREN S SHOP, EARLY 1900 s
In addition to the two principal buildings in this photo, the Dairy (7) can be seen in the background left and the
Blacksmith’s Shop (18) at the far right. It appears as though blocks of ice are being conveyed into the kitchen of the Dwell
ing House (look to the left of the smaller tree).

22

VIEW BEHIND TH E PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY, EARLY 1900’s
The Laundry (2), Woodshed-Dry House (3), Gas House, Boys’ Shop (4) and Stables (14) can be seen to the left of the water
tower. The Shaker lady is Eldress Fannie Casey. The water tower was under construction when the disastrous fire of
August 1901 destroyed the Dwelling House, Meetinghouse and Ministry’s Shop. Had it been completed, the losses might not
have been so great.

23

ELDRESS MARY W ALKER AND CURLEY BROCK, CIRCA 1910
Curley Brock, seventeen years old at the time this photo was taken, belonged to Dr. Brock, the physician of the Shaker
Community. Pampered and spoiled, the old dog was a favorite at Shaker Hill. This photo was taken on the side porch of the
Second Dwelling House of the Church Family.

24

ELD ER HENRY GREEN ON A SALES TRIP TO THE W H ITE MOUNTAINS, 1890’s
Several times each summer Elder Henry filled his trunks with goods and headed for the great resort hotels in the White
Mountains and along the Maine coast. His visits, eagerly awaited by the summer folk, made him perhaps the best known
Maine Shaker of the twentieth century. The trunk on the lower right was used for maple sugar candy. Just to the left of the
trunks are folding tables made by Elder Henry and still used today.

25

BROTHER STEPHEN GOWEN TAKING TH E SISTERS BLUEBERRYING, CIRCA 1915
Eldress Harriett Coolbroth is second from the left. The Sister beside her, third from the left, has been tentatively identified
as Sister Edith Carey. Sister Etta Goodwin is at the right.

26

ELD ER HENRY GREEN AND SOME OF TH E BOYS IN THE WORKSHOP, CIRCA 1900
The workshop was located on the first floor of the Brethren’s Shop (17). In addition to being Elder of the Community from
1896 until 1931 and chief salesman for a period of fifty-five years, Elder Henry made finished cabinets, secretaries and
writing desks and the famous oval carriers which can be seen stacked up along the walls. The boiler was used to generate
steam for bending the wood. The boys cannot be identified.

27

THE SHAKER DAIRY, CIRCA 1917
Note the wheelbarrow with a milk can used for shipping milk via rail to Boston. The cart to the right with the large wheels
was used for transporting milk from the Cow Barn (with the cupola) (11), to the Dairy (7). Brother Stephen Gowen is in the
wagon and Ruth Perkins is standing at Brother Stephen’s elbow. The only other person who could be identified positively is
Sister Carrie Timmany, second from the left.

28

LOADING HAY INTO THE COW BARN, CIRCA 1910
The Cow Barn (11), which still stands on Shaker Hill, was the longest in the state of Maine when it was built in 1833.
Brother Frank Butler (1833-1917) is next to the wagon and Brother Stephen Gowen is standing on the load. Driving the ox
en is Bill Eaton, a hired man.

29

FOUR SHAKER CHILDREN WITH BUSTER, CIRCA 1918
The identity of the girl on the left is uncertain. The other three, left to right, are Avis Todd, Frieda Coffin and Carol Cof
fin. The Girls’ Shop (15) is in the background.

30

THE FACADE OF THE COW BARN, CIRCA 1910
The date the Cow Barn was constructed - 1833 - can be seen above the door. Just inside is the Community’s Pierce Arrow,
the make of automobile favored by the Shakers for many years. Eldress Fannie Casey is at left and the lady at right may be
Mrs. Nickerson, a long time friend of the Community and wife of the Pierce-Arrow dealer.

31

SIX SHAKER GIRLS W ITH A CART, CIRCA 1920
The children, left to right, are Ellen Green, Avis Todd, Ruth Perkins, Mabel Lovely, Frieda Coffin and Carol Coffin. The
third Dwelling House of the Church Family is in the background at right.

32

AUTOMOBILE AND HAY WAGON BEFO RE THE TRUSTEES’ O FFIC E , CIRCA 1910
The automobile was probably that of Dr. Brock, the Community’s physician. Mrs. Brock may be one of the ladies in the
car. The other two appear to be Sister Edith Gardner and Sister Lucinda Taylor. Bill Eaton, hired hand, is standing by the
wagon and Brother Stephen Gowen (1868-1932) is on the hay wagon. The child and the woman on the hay wagon are
unidentified.

33

WHAT SHALL I DO N EXT?, CIRCA 1917
Ruth Perkins, the little girl, is sitting on the boardwalk between the Girls’ Shop (15) and the Dwelling House of the Church
Family. In the background is the Wood Shed - Dry House (3) used for drying apples and other fruit.
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ELD ER HENRY GREEN W ITH A WAGON LOAD OF FANCY GOODS, CIRCA 1915
The pyramid shaped structure at left was the pump house which pumped water from the well to the water tower seen in
several of the views. In the background is the Cow Barn (11).

35

THE BLACKSMITH S SHOP, CIRCA 1910
This photo and the ones on the next two pages appear to have been taken on the same day. The Blacksmith’s Shop (18), con
structed in 1786 as the Community’s first Meetinghouse, became a Wheel Shop in 1794 when the second Meetinghouse was
completed. It was moved to this spot in 1878 when the original Blacksmith’s Shop (constructed in 1819) was torn down.

36

THE TRUSTEES’ O FFIC E , CIRCA 1910
This photo was taken from the upper floor of the Dwelling House of the Church Family.

37

LOOKING WEST TOWARD SHAKER POND AND TH E HILLS, CIRCA 1910
This view was also taken from the upper floor of the Dwelling House of the Church Family. In the distance, left, is the
Cider Mill (1). Continuing to the right is the Dairy (7), the Garage, the Hen House (8) (partially obscured) and the Cow
Barn (11). The Garage also doubled as the “Chestnut Inn” during the summer. Sister Mildred recalls serving teas to visitors
in a Gazebo which was the original “Inn”. When they expanded to full course chicken dinners, the Garage became the
“Inn”.

38

GROUP PHOTO, CIRCA 1920
The Sisters, left to right, are Helen Carey, Eleanor Philbrook, Ethel Peacock, Etta Fletcher, Della Haskell, Christine
Greenwood, Etta Goodwin, Grace Philbrook, Lillian Healey, Beatrice Carey, Muriel Barbaric and Esther Perkins.

39

OLD DAN W ITH TH E BRETHREN’S SHOP IN TH E BACKGROUND, LA TE 1920’s
40

ELDRESS HARRIETT COOLBROTH TENDING TH E LILIES, CIRCA 1920’s
41

GROUP PORTRAIT, CIRCA 1925
In the front row, left to right, are: Sister Beatrice Carey (b. 1894), Sister Olive Dobson (1891-1967), Sister Mildred Barker
(b. 1897) and Sister Etta Goodwin (b. 1896). In the back row, left to right, are: Sister Eliza Jeffers (1868-1955), Sister Eva
May Libby (1872-1966), Eldress Harriett Coolbroth (1864-1953) and Sister Ethel Peacock (1887-1975). Eldress Harriett
was the last Eldress of the Alfred Community. Sister Mildred is now the head of the Sabbathday Lake Shaker Community.

42

Grammy is Sister Lucinda Taylor and the little girl is Ruth Perkins.

GRAMMY AND HER SW EETHEART, CIRCA 1915
43

GROUP IN FRONT OF THE GIRLS’ SHOP, CHURCH FAMILY, CIRCA 1917
This house was once the Ricker home (see page 2). To the right is the 1796 Sisters’ Shop and Laundry. The three ladies to
the left cannot be identified. The little girl in front of the tree is Ruth Perkins. The larger group, left to right, are: uniden
tified, Esther Perkins, unidentified, Inez Dyer, unidentified, Nellie Mason, unidentified, Florence Haskell, Carrie Timmany, Blanche Tift, Elizabeth Mason, Mabel Lindgreen and Edith Gardner.

44

GROUP IN FRONT OF THE BRETHREN’S SHOP, CIRCA 1915
Conctructed in 1831 as a Garden Seed House, it was moved in the 1870’s to this spot which had previously been occupied by
the Wheel Shop. It was completely renovated and a bathroom installed with all “modern improvements” including cold
and hot water. The two south rooms on the lower story were finished up expressly for aged brethren. Brothers Benjamin
and Merrill Bailey each occupied a room with a younger brother to look after him. In the background are the water tower,
Stable (14) and Blacksmith’s Shop (18).

45

TH E THIRD DW ELLING HOUSE OF THE CHURCH FAMILY, CIRCA 1920
This Dwelling House was built in 1913 following the destruction by fire of the Second Dwelling House (see page 21). It was
built on the same foundation as the First and Second Dwelling Houses and still stands today, much altered. The Brethren’s
Shop (17) can be seen at right.

46

VISITORS ARRIVING BY SURREY, CIRCA 1918
Brother Stephen Gowen is driving the surrey and Eldress Harriett Coolbroth is holding Old Dan’s bridle. The Third Dwell
ing House is in the background.

47

HIRED MEN’S HOUSE AND CARRIAGE SHED, CHURCH FAMILY, CIRCA 1920
Sister Lucinda Taylor is standing in the foreground. The Hired Men’s House (25) and the Carriage Shed (24) were built
prior to 1845. The fence was put up in 1847 as indicated on the gate post.

48

SISTER E T H E L PEACOCK AND ELDRESS HARRIETT COOLBROTH, 1931
This photo was taken in Eldress Harriett’s room in the Dwelling House just before the Shakers left Alfred to join the Sab
bathday Lake Shakers. Leaving was a difficult decision, both for the Shakers and people of Alfred. The town said farewell
to the twenty-one remaining Shakers at a gathering at Alfred Town Hall late in May. Alfred residents remember it as one of
the saddest occasions in the history of the town.

49

YORK COUNTY COURT HOUSE, ALFRED , MAINE, 1894
The central portion was constructed of wood in 1807 shortly after Alfred became the shiretown for York County. The brick
wings were added in 1854. The building was gutted by fire in 1933 but fortunately the county records, the oldest con
tinuous county records in America, were saved. In the foreground is Jubilee, the horse of Judge George Haley of Saco.

50

Iliiiu im i

A LFRED ’S FAMOUS “BOW AND ARROW HOUSE ”, CIRCA 1900
This was the residence of John Holmes, Alfred’s most distinguished citizen. He came to town at the close of the 18th century
and built a Cape style home on this site in 1802. He expanded it in 1812 into the imposing residence seen in this photo.
Holmes, a lawyer, was instrumental in obtaining statehood for Maine and became Maine’s first United States Senator.
From 1849 through the early 1900’s the home was owned by the Sayward family. Dr. Sumner Marshall purchased it in
1911, and he and his family resided there for more than fifty years.

51

LOOKING TOWARD SACO ROAD FROM THE VILLAGE GREEN, 1880’s
The four houses from left to center are the Hewey, Caleb Lord, George Rogers and William G. Conant houses, described
on pages 86, 87, 94 and 92 respectively. At right is the Paul Webber Tavern, built in 1795, where John Holmes opened his
legal practice in 1799. Later owned by the Sayward family, the house was moved in 1899 to its present location on Waterboro Road to make way for construction of the Parsons Memorial Library. It is now the home of Elsie Davis. The three
children in the foreground are Harry Drew, Charles Walker and Julia Tripp.

52

THE METHODIST CHURCH, CIRCA 1905
This church was dedicated on December 10, 1834, and demolished in 1932. The stained glass windows on the sides were
moved to the Sanford Methodist Church but no taker could be found for the semi-circular stained glass window in front. It
was finally buried on the site of the church and its grave still lies under the Court House lawn. The house in the foreground
was built in 1864 by Usher Hall. In the background left is the village school built in 1905 to replace another on the same site
that was destroyed by fire. The Court House can be seen in the background right.

53

THE DANIEL G ILE HOME, MAY 1884
The original acreage of the Gile farm in Alfred Gore was acquired by Daniel Gile in 1765. His home, said to be the first two
story house in Alfred, was probably built some time between 1765 and 1770. It has descended in the Gile family in un
broken male succession ever since. In modern times it was the home of Alfred orchardist Jerry Gile who, in the tradition of
the Gile family, left four sons to carry on the farm and family name. Jerry’s widow, Dorothy Gile, lives there today.
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HAYING TIME IN 19TH CENTURY ALFRED
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STORES AND HOMES FACING THE ALFRED VILLAGE GREEN, 1890’S
The house at the left was built by Paul Webber in 1795 and stood on the site of the Parsons Memorial Library (see page 52).
The Berry Tavern (page 80) is the white building to the left of center. Note that in this photo the porch goes across the front
and down one side and has a balustrade along the top. The building next to it housed B. C. Jordan’s lumber offices on the
ground floor and the Alfred Reading Club upstairs. Samuel Came had his law offices upstairs in the next building for more
than 30 years. The store third from the left was occupied for many years by James Larrabee’s Harness Shop and was moved
some years ago around the corner to Oak Street. Leavitt’s Store is on the corner. All of the buildings just described still
stand. The village well is in the foreground (left) on the village green.
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STORES AND HOMES ON THE VILLAGE GREEN AND WATERBORO ROAD, CIRCA 1895
The Post Office sign hangs over the entrance to the Littlefield store at center so this photo must have been taken during
Frank H. Littlefield’s four year term as Postmaster (1893-1897). At left is Dr. Akers’ home and dental offices. Between the
Akers and Littlefield buildings were the Marble Works and Edward Bourne’s Jewelry Shop. Note that the “Bow and Arrow
House” just beyond the Littlefield store does not have the famous balustrade along the roof. It was taken down for repairs
some time late in the 19th century and apparently remained down for a number of years. Beyond the “Bow and Arrow
House” are the Ebenezer Sayward house and the County House (see page 71) and the William Emery house (see page 72).
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LEAVITT & C O ., EARLY 1890’S
Leavitt & Co. was a fixture in Alfred for the last quarter of the 19th century. The firm was also in business in Sanford at the
corner of School and Washington Street under the same name. Alonzo Leavitt, the owner, is standing at the corner with his
dog. Frank C. Leavitt, his son, carried on the business in Sanford for many years after the Alfred store closed and was the
owner of Leavitt’s Theater, Sanford’s first moving picture theater. The building was built aroud 1841 by William G. Con
ant, benefactor of the Conant Chapel. G. C. Downs raised the building up about 24 inches in 1908. It still serves as Alfred’s
Country Store.
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OAK STREET, CIRCA 1900
The large white house to the left was built in 1801 by Dr. Abiel Hall, one of the most distinguished early residents of Alfred.
He and his descendants owned the house until 1912 when it was purchased by Thomas Rankin, Postmaster of Alfred. His
daughter, Miss Ethelyn Rankin, who lived in the house until her death in 1975, was Clerk in the Alfred Post Office for 51
years. The barn attached to this house was built about 1770 by John Knight as a primitive tavern, commonly referred to as
“Barn Knight’s Barn”. Knight also built the original portion of the “Beehive” across the street. The house next to, and
similar to, that of Dr. Hall was built prior to 1828, either by Dr. Hall or by Josiah Brown who owned the lot from 1818 to
1828. In any event, the house was purchased in 1828 by its most noted 19th century occupant, Nathan Dane Appleton,
lawyer and Attorney General of Maine just prior to the Civil War. The lady in the wagon is Lucy Brock and the man stan
ding next to her is A. H. Nutting.
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THE BENJAMIN CHADBOURNE AND B. C. JORDAN HOUSES, CIRCA 1895
The Benjamin Chadbourne house, center foreground, was built about 1850. Purchased by Sarah Merrill in 1863, it remain
ed in the Merrill family until 1918. Thereafter it has belonged to the Bigelows, Garvins and Sullivans. The B. C. Jordan
house in the background left was built about 1878 and was the home of Alfred’s lumber baron who was said to have been
able to walk from Alfred to the coast without ever leaving his land. This is no doubt an exaggeration though he did own a
tremendous amount of timber land. He was a strong Free Will Baptist and an ardent Sunday school worker. His home is
now the Jordan House Inn. These houses are located on the Waterboro Road.
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EMPLOYEES OF THE CORN SHOP, 1892
This canning factory was located near the intersection of Route 4 and Route 111. The women at left, left to right, are Mrs.
Solomon Williams, Mary (Goodwin) Leach, Hannah (Johnson) Beal, Linnie (Taylor) Burbank, Ada (Glen) Allen, Carrie
(Sayward) Sherburne and Lila Stanley. The four children seated are Arthur Hayes, Harry Drew, George Sayward and
possibly Addie (Littlefield) Smith. The child and woman just to the right are Alice (Roberts) Warren and Alice (Sayward)
Townsend. Standing foreground right are Lucie Cadwin and Luke Roberts. Standing in the back row are “Jigger” Drown,
Fred Hayes, next two unidentified, Tom Ridlon (whiskers), Jacob Hanscom, Will Roberts, next three unidentified, Arthur
Trafton, unidentified, George H. Williams, Clarence Johnson, Wilbur Edgecomb, Samuel Chadbourne, Lou Roberts and
an unidentified boy. At the top of the stairs is Mr. Kewley, the Methodist Minister, next to the ladies.
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THE SAMUEL CAME HOUSE ON OAK STREET, CIRCA 1895
A one-story house was built on this site about 1830 by William Cutler Allen, one of the prominent early attorneys of Alfred.
Judge Allen served in many offices, including Register of Probate, State Representative, State Senator and Judge of Pro
bate. He died in 1859 and his son in 1875 sold the property to Samuel Came, an attorney of equal prominence in his genera
tion. Came enlarged the house into the two-and-one-half story residence seen in this photo. His daughter, Miss Grace
Came, lived in the house after her father’s death. The Harry Bragdons purchased it in 1955 and it is now the home of their
daughter and son-in-law, Helen and Joe Farnsworth.
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WATERBORO ROAD LOOKING TOWARD THE VILLAGE GREEN, SUMMER OF 1899
This photo was taken by Miss Grace Came in the driveway of Roscoe and Mary Whitten’s home, known as the County
House. Miss Came identified the dog and the horse, Jeff and Sorrell, but not the lady! I assume she is Mary Whitten. The
first building in the background just above the lady’s head was A. H. Nutting’s store, seen again on page 68. The two stores
after Nutting’s are described on pages 74 and 75.
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THE ANDREW CONANT HOUSE, CIRCA 1895
This stately brick home was built around 1800 in Alfred Mills by Andrew Conant. He intended it as an inn and for public
dances. The front part of the third floor was fitted out as a ballroom with a fireplace at each end. Every room had a
fireplace and window seats were built under the windows, the walls were so thick. Mr. Conant’s plan did not prove pro
fitable so the inn became a home. Benjamin Roberts, a farmer, owned it next. For many years thereafter it was owned by
the Chadbourne family, Samuel, George and Burton. Purchased in 1923 by Edward C. Ricker, Mrs. Ricker and her
daughter and son-in-law, Pauline and Bernard DeHaven, were residing there when the house was destroyed by fire on
March 2, 1969. The barn survived and still stands on its original site.
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W OOLEN M ILL AND BOARDING HOUSE AT ALFRED MILLS, CIRCA 1910
The woolen mill, also known as the blanket mill, was built prior to 1872. The boarding house served the needs of workers
who lived too far away to commute on a daily basis, particularly at a time when twelve to fourteen hour work days were
normal. The photo was taken from the roof of the Alfred Embroidery Company’s mill erected in 1908. The Embroidery
Company took over the old woolen mill and used it as a bleachery for a number of years. When embroidery on women’s
clothing ceased to be fashionable, the mill shut down. E. C. Ricker purchased the complex in 1935 and turned the Em
broidery Company’s concrete mill into a farm machinery store. The woolen mill was torn down about that time.
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DR. JOHN M. AKERS, ALFRED’S DENTIST AND POSTMASTER, DECEM BER 1895
Dr. Akers (1839-1920) came to Alfred from Waterboro in the 1880’s and in 1889 became Postmaster, a position he held for
almost twenty years all told. He was succeeded by his daughter, Grace. Dr. Akers lived above the Post Office (see opposite
page) and also had his dental practice in the same building. At the turn of the century the building was moved across the
fields behind the Samuel Came house to the corner of Oak and Depot Streets where it was made over into a home by Dr.
Akers. The move was accomplished by one man and one horse and took a week to complete. The Doctor’s wife, Mary, was
bedridden in the house at the time and declared the move so smooth she suffered no discomfort at all. The photo was taken
by Dr. Akers’ son, Leon.
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POST O FFIC E , MARBLE WORKS AND JEW ELR Y SHOP, EARLY 1890’s
After the Post Office building was moved (see previous page) the Marble Works became the Post Office and remained the
Post Office until the present one was built in 1967. It is now part of Leedy’s Restaurant which occupies the site of all three
of these buildings. The Jewelry Shop was later moved to Springvale (see page 76). In the background right is Littlefield’s
store, the top floor of which was the home of Alfred’s Masonic Lodge from 1869 until its new home on the Waterboro road
was completed in 1967.
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A. H. NUTTING S STORE, CIRCA 1909
Mr. Nutting’s store stood on the Waterboro Road opposite the “Bow and Arrow House”. Walter Emery is on the wagon and
Mr. Nutting is the gentleman in the doorway at right.
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ALFRED GRAMMAR SCHOOL, CIRCA 1896
This photo was taken on the front steps of the Alfred High School which also served as a grammar school. The building
stood on the site of the present grammar school and was burned on September 27, 1904. The students, front row, left to
right, are Dane Tibbetts, Gibson Kimball, Frank Johnson, unidentified, Ernest Hall, Florence Hewey, unidentified, Jane
Drew, Alice Roberts, Ida Morrill, Ina Jones and Bertha Jones. Back row, same order, Guy Littlefield, Ed Tibbetts, Alden
Kimball, (brother to Gibson), next two boys unidentified, Emery Littlefield, Sr., Alice Williams, Elsie Gile, Ora Pitts, and
Marne Merrow. The teacher is Miss Charlotte Hill.
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THE “B EEH IV E’’ IN CENTER ALFRED , CIRCA 1895
The portion to the left was built by John Knight about 1770. The larger portion facing north (right) was added by Dr. Abiel
Hall about 1809, probably for his sons David and Porter. The two substantial doorways of this addition would suggest a
duplex arrangement. Another major section (not shown in this photo) was added in 1915 by Alonzo Roberts to the left
(south) of John Knight’s original structure, making the “Beehive” by far the largest residential building in Alfred. For many
years it was split into apartments, and even ownership of the building was divided until the present owners, John F. Morningstar, Jr. and Duane L. Smoot, brought the separate titles back together.
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THE EBENEZER SAYWARD AND COUNTY HOUSES, 1890’s
The Ebenezer Sayward house was built in 1808 and remained in the Sayward family for nearly a century. This well known
landmark is situated to the right of the “Bow and Arrow House”. The County House, only a portion of which can be seen at
right, was built around 1833. It contained the County Jail until the brick jail shown on page 79 was built in 1872.
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WILLIAM EMERY’S HOME IN THE 1890’s
Built about 1814 by Joseph Sayward, the house had a number of owners before it became the home of William Emery, pro
minent attorney, and his wife Harriet in 1870. It was acquired in 1906 by John B. Donovan, their son-in-law, also an at
torney, and remained in the Emery-Donovan family until 1973. It is now Folsom Bros. Furniture.
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THE DEACON NATHAN KENDALL HOME, 1890 s
Deacon Kendall built this home soon after he settled in Alfred in 1807. He was a prominent merchant and Deacon of the
Congregational Church from 1822 until his death in 1869. His unmarried daughters Elizabeth and Sarah were still residing
there in the early years of this century. The house originally stood just beyond the William Emery home and can be seen in
the background right of the picture on page 72. A few years ago it was moved to another location on the other side of
Waterboro Road to make way for a garage.
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GENERAL STORE AND BLACKSMITH SHOP, 1890’s
These buildings stood apposite the “Bow and Arrow House”. George M. Phoenix was a prominent Alfred businessman for
many years. In addition to selling a general line of merchandise, he was also an undertaker, the American Express agent
and town clerk. His residence is pictured on page 87. William H. Roberts was one of three blacksmiths in Alfred at the turn
of the century.
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W ELLINGTON KNIGHT’S BLACKSMITH SHOP, CIRCA 1910
This is the same blacksmith shop that appears on the opposite page under the name of W. H. Roberts. The building was
remodeled sometime before 1899. It still stands today opposite the “Bow and Arrow House”. Mr. Knight, who lived in the
Ebenezer Sayward House (see page 71), is standing at right.
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BUSINESSES FACING THE VILLAGE GREEN, LATE 1890’s
The building occupied by the Marble Works later became the Alfred Post Office and is now incorporated into Leedy’s
Restaurant. The Marble Works were owned by Hodgson and Linscott. Edward Bourne’s Jewelry Shop with the oversize
watch hanging over the front window was moved in the early 1900’s to Springvale where Mr. Bourne carried on his jewelry
business for several more years. The Walter M. and Harry G. Littlefield grocery store is in the background. Later
storekeepers in this building were Leon Akers, G. C. Downs, H. B. Fernald and John A. Roberts whose aunt, Maude
Roberts, ran her famous lunch counter there for many years. Left to right in the foreground are Tim Allen, unidentified,
George Hodgson, George Miller, Charles Allen (brother to Tim) and Willis Linscott on the wagon.
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THE ALFRED AGED BROTHERHOOD AT B. C. JORDAN’S HOME, JUNE 26, 1903
Although most of these gentlemen look quite ancient, only two are older than 79. Left to right, front row, are George
Hodgson, 70, Capt. George Frost Blunt Leighton, 87, Albert Webber, 79, and Judge William G. Chadbourne, 85. In the
second row are George D. Moulton, 78, Charles H. Haley, 71, Benjamin Deshon, 77, Edmund Patterson, 72, Jotham
Allen, 70, Christopher Hussey, 70, Ezra Thompson, 70, Charles J. McDonald, 77, Charles H. Sayward, 70, and Charles H.
Fernald, 72. Back row, N. H. Russell, 78, John T. Hall, 78, Benjamin C. Jordan, 70, and Thomas Ridlon, 77. At this
gathering Ezra Thompson was voted best looking member of the party.
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TH E ALFRED GUN CLUB’S BASEBALL TEAM, 1908
In the front row, left to right, are Dane Tebbets, John Tebbets, Harry Edgecomb, Lee Perkins and William Hayes. Middle
row, same order, Frank Murphy, Forest Burbank, William Goodrich and Gardner Cole. Back row, same order, Rev.
Ernest Doughty, Harry L. Drew, Charles Linscott, George H. Williams and Leon Hayes.
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YORK COUNTY JAIL IN THE SUMMER OF 1911
The County Jail, built in 1872, was used to house prisoners for a hundred years. The building to the far left camouflaged a
water tower. Behind the jail (not shown in this photo) was a heel factory in which the prisoners worked to help defray part
of the expense of running the jail. The Alfred Water Company laid water pipes (visible in the foreground) throughout the
village in 1911.
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THE BERRY TAVERN, CIRCA 1900
The Berry Tavern, also known at various times as Berry’s Inn and the Central House, was built by Daniel Holmes about
1804. Robert Berry acquired it in 1856 and operated it as an inn for the remainder of his life. After his death in 1894, his
widow continued to run the inn for many years. Her cook, Nancy Avery, standing at the right, was a member of Alfred’s
only black family. Nancy is remembered by local residents as fond of children and a marvelous cook. There have been
several owners since then, including Leon Rich and his family, who lived there for many years after the Second World
War. It is now owned by Lloyd and Katherine Gallegos.
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“BRICKENDS”, CIRCA 1895
This lovely home with its distinctive brick ends was built before 1828 by John Conant for his son Alvah. John lived next
door in the house to right in this photo (also in the photo on page 85). Its most famous occupant was Harriet B. Shaw whose
family purchased it in 1854 when she was 12 years old. She ran a thriving mail order business from her home after the Civil
War and advertised throughout the United States for agents to sell her products. Most of her correspondents probably never
knew H. B. Shaw was a woman. Her claims for her products were exaggerated, but probably not excessively so in an age
when most patent medicines claimed to cure every ailment known to man. In any event, she was eventually sued for mail
fraud and, though never convicted, was effectively put out of business. The basis of her fame was not so much the business
she conducted but the fact that she never threw any of her business mail away. One hundred and fifty to two hundred thou
sand letters were stashed away in their original envelopes and their discovery by a stamp dealer in the 1920’s is one of the
great finds in American philatelic history. More recent occupants have been Dr. and Mrs. David Wilson and Mr. and Mrs.
William J. Keating.
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CONANT CHAPEL, CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH AND TOWN H ALL, CIRCA 1915
The Congregational Church was built in 1834, remodeled in 1889 and remodeled again in 1954 with funds provided by
Henry C. Lord. The beautiful stained glass windows, one of which is by Tiffany, were installed during the 1889 renova
tions. In the belfry is a Revere bell, purchased in 1832. The Conant Chapel to the left was the gift of William G. Conant in
1871. The Town Hall to the right was built in 1862 following the destruction by fire of the previous town hall. The fountain
was erected in 1911 as a memorial to William G. and William H. Conant.
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THE ALFRED HOUSE, CIRCA 1918
The nucleus of the Alfred House was built by William Parsons in the early 1800’s. Genera) Samuel Leighton acquired the
Parsons house in 1832 and converted it into an inn. The large barn, which cannot be seen in this photo, was moved from a
hill behind the village to the rear of the inn by 32 oxen the same year. Before the advent of the railroad as many as 5 stage
coaches stopped at the inn daily. Lawyers, judges and others having business at the County Court House across the street
continued to fill the inn when court was in session until automobile travel made it possible to commute from home. The inn
was demolished in the 1930’s.
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DR. SUMNER MARSHALL AND L IT T L E B E L L E IN THE SPRING OF 1907
Dr. Marshall established his practice in Alfred at the turn of the century and was Alfred’s country doctor for the rest of his
life. His home from 1911 until his death in 1938 was the famous “Bow and Arrow House”.
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“CONANT HOUSE” FROM SACO ROAD, CIRCA 1900
This house was built about 1808 by Thomas Keeler who sold it to John Conant in 1810. It remained in the Conant family
until 1862. For the remainder of the 19th century it was the home of attorney Ira Drew and his family. It is now Conant
House Realty and the home of Emery and Elizabeth Littlefield, John Conant’s great-grand-niece. The front portion was
transformed into a two-and-one-half story building some time before this photo was taken. It was formerly a two story,
“hip” roof structure.
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THE H EW EY HOUSE, 1890 s
This imposing Victorian home was built in 1862 by Henry and Marion Roberts following the destruction by fire of the Farnum home that previously occupied the same site. After Mr. Roberts’ death in 1878, his widow married John N. Stimpson.
Marion continued to occupy the house until her death in 1916 when it passed to her daughter, Adelaide, wife of James
Hewey. The Heweys had three daughters, Marion^ Florence and Margaret. Margaret became the wife of lawyer Edward
Titcomb but Marion and Florence remained at home and never married. The Hewey family sold the house in 1961 after
having owned it for nearly a century. Ownership of the house has changed hands several times since then. It is now the
home of Phillip and Judith Parker.

86

THE CALEB B. LORD HOUSE, CIRCA 1895
Built by Nathaniel Webber some time prior to 1861, this house was purchased that year by Caleb B. Lord. Mr. Lord, a
lawyer, moved from Limerick to Alfred after being elected Clerk of Courts. He also served in the State Legislature. George
M. Phoenix, Alfred merchant and undertaker, owned it for a number of years at the turn of the century. Frederick and
Charlotte Thompson purchased it in 1911 and it remained the Thompson home for more than thirty years. Their daughter,
Evelyn, recalls the traumatic experience of finding unused coffins in the shed chamber when she and her family moved in.
What appears to be an oversized basket on the lawn was wrought of iron in Alfred and was filled with nasturtiums every
summer. Recent owners have been Mr. and Mrs. Horace L. Clark and Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kucsma.
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JAMES H EW EY, ESQUIRE, CIRCA 1900
Mr. Hewey, a lawyer, was head of the United States Customs Office in Portland for many years. He also served with
distinction as Clerk of the Federal District Court of Maine and Clerk of the Maine Superior Court, both located in
Portland. He and his family passed their summers at Mrs. Hewey’s family home in Alfred (page 86) and later made it their
year-round home. Mrs. Hewey was a photographer of considerable talent. This picture and those on the next three pages
are examples of her fine work.
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MARGARET H EW EY AND MARGARET DRISKO, CIRCA 1902
The girls are in front of the Hewey home (see page 86). Margaret Hewey became the wife of attorney Edward Titcomb.
Margaret Drisko, daughter of the Rev. Raymond H. Drisko, Pastor of the Congregational Church, died in her teens. Note
that the Parsons Memorial Library is under construction in the background.
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A HORSE AND BUGGY RIDE IN TH E COUNTRY, CIRCA 1903
Margaret and Florence Hewey are at left and Molly Thompson, a life long friend of the family, is in the buggy. The photo
was taken by Mrs. Adelaide Hewey, mother of the Hewey sisters.
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FLO REN CE H EW EY, CIRCA 1904
This photo was taken in front of the Hewey home (see page 86). In the background is the newly completed Parsons
Memorial Library. Florence, who never married, was Alfred’s librarian for many years before her death in 1950. The
photo was taken by Mrs. Adelaide Hewey, Florence’s mother.
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TH E W ILLIAM G. CONANT HOUSE ON SACO ROAD, CIRCA 1895
William G. Conant (1806-1888) was a prominent Alfred merchant for more than forty years and had his place of business
in what is now the Country Store facing the Village Green. He is best remembered for his gift of the Conant Chapel to the
Congregational Church. His son, William Henry Conant (1830-1901), inherited the home and used it as a summer
residence. He was also a merchant and for twenty five years served as Treasurer of the Portland and Rochester Railroad.
Eugene W. Hewett, an officer of the Sanford National Bank, owned it for many years after Mrs. Conant died. During the
days of the Conants and the Hewetts, this home was one of the showplaces of Alfred. A later owner remodeled it beyond
recognition.
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TH E FRONT BEDCHAMBERS OF THE W ILLIAM G. CONANT HOUSE, CIRCA 1895
The Sanford Historical Committee possesses about 16 glass plate negatives of the interior of the Conant house taken by Fred
Philpot. The house was richly furnished with antiques as can be seen from this photo. The windows had interior shutters
and there were fireplaces in every room. The house sat on several acres covered with stately elms and maples surrounded by
fences.
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THE GEORGE ROGERS HOUSE ON SACO ROAD, CIRCA 1895
George Rogers, a cabinetmaker from Concord, New Hampshire, built this house in 1829. His cabinet shop was next door.
Most of the land on the north side of what is now Saco Road belonged to Mr. Rogers at the time he built this home. More re
cent owners have been Harry J. and Mary Carpenter Kelley and Henry and Ernestine Sayward.
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JUSTICE DANIEL GOODENOW HOUSE, 1890’s
Daniel Goodenow came to Alfred to study law under John Holmes, builder of the “Bow and Arrow House”, and stayed to
marry Holmes’ daughter Sally and become a justice of Maine’s Supreme Judicial Court. His home was built about 1831.
Nathan Dane, who had been Treasurer of the State of Maine, acquired it in 1868 and his unmarried daughters, Susan and
Mary, inherited it upon his death in 1885. They lived there for the remainder of their lives. After Mary’s death in 1920 the
house changed hands several times and in 1930 was acquired by Mrs. Homer Beal who intended to move it to Kansas City,
Missouri. Fortunately, after cost estimates for dismantling the house and transporting it by rail were obtained, the project
was abandoned. Recent owners have been Dorothy True and the Joseph Wagners.
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THE BRACY BROTHERS W ITH A FRIEND, CIRCA 1890
Bertram, Fred and Charles Bracy seem very attentive to their little friend in the carriage. Children of Benjamin Franklin
Bracy, an Alfred farmer, they grew up in the village and all worked, for a time at least, for the Boston and Maine Railroad.
Charles made railroading his career. The baby has not been identified.
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PLUMMER’S GARAGE ON OAK STREET, EARLY 1920’s
The men in the picture, left to right, are Warren Sayward, John Robbins, James W. Plummer and Charles Cluff (or
Clough). In the foreground are Curtis Plummer with Taxi, so called because the dog usually accompanied Mr. Plummer in
his taxi.
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SAMUEL GRIFFIN AT THE GRAVE OF HIS GREAT GRANDFATHER, ARMISTICE DAY, 1931
Eliphalet Griffin, a soldier in the American Revolution, is buried in the old Alfred Cemetery between the Congregational
Church and the Town Hall. His great grandson, Samuel, 84 years old when this photo was taken by Mary Carpenter
Kelley, was the weather prophet of the community. He based his predictions on the movements of the planets and on such
close-at-hand indicators as the nesting habits of black and white hornets and squirrels. He insisted that the secret of his lux
uriant hair was the avoidance of cinnamon in his diet. The earliest marked grave in the cemetery is that of John Lewis who
died in 1791.
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HERBERT FERNALD BEHIND THE COUNTER OF HIS GENERAL STORE, CIRCA 1930
Mr. Fernald purchased the old Littlefield Store building facing the village green in 1916 and ran the general store for the
next 25 years. The shelves along the right and back walls are still in use today by the Alfred Trading Company. The exterior
of the building can be seen in the photo on page 57.
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A SILVER TEA AT CONANT CHAPEL, FEBRUARY 1940
Mrs. Lucy (Gile) Tripp, at left, spent her childhood at the Gile homestead (see page 54) and became the first woman to
serve on the Alfred School Board. Her husband, Charles, had a store in the village and her nephew, Jerry Gile, owned the
well known Gile Orchards. At right is Mrs. Adelia L. C. Hunt, a teacher for a number of years, and the mother of Mary
Carpenter Kelley, well known throughout York County for her articles on local history. The silver tea was given for the
opening of an exhibit of oil paintings by Alfred artist Thomas Brook.
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